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again, and they were shown the door with more
gaiety than politeness. A time when such cynical
dishonesty was possible for a man of culture is
not, it will be granted, a fortunate epoch for
creditors. When the original debtor was so lax,
we may imagine how an heir would deal with the
incumbrances of his inheritance. On the death
of Philip the Forward, father of that John the
Fearless whom we have seen at work, the widow
went through the ceremony of a public renunci-
ation of goods ; taking off her purse and girdle,
she left them on the grave, and thus, by one
notable act, cancelled her husband's debts and
defamed his honour. The conduct of young
Charles of Orleans was very different To meet
the joint liabilities of his father and mother (for
Valentina also was lavish), he had to sell or
pledge a quantity of jewels; and yet he would
not take advantage of a pretext, even legally
valid, to diminish the amount. Thus, one Godefroi
Lef&vre, having disbursed many odd sums for the
late duke, and received or kept no vouchers,
Charles ordered that he should be believed upon
his oath.1 To a modern mind this seems as hon-
ourable to his father's memory as if John the
Fearless had been hanged as high as Haman.
And as things fell out, except a recantation from

1 Champollion-Figeac, pp. 279-82.